It is not surprising that in such troubled times the nobles of Europe sought quiet resting places for their remains within the sanctuary of the Church. In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries burials within churches were few in number, this privilege for the laity being reserved for the bodies of founders and benefactors. At first the tombs were simple sarcophagi, usually plain coffins hewn from wood or stone. They were covered with slabs generally decorated with a cross, often supplemented by a crozier, a chalice, a sword, a key, or some other mark to denote rank or position. Soon the slabs were incised with a figure or figures representing the deceased; these developed into the three-dimensional effigy. The best known of the great historical burying places of the Middle Ages are Westminster Abbey in England and the royal Abbey of St. Denis near Paris. In
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